Biotechnology Department, National Institute for Interdisciplinary Science and Technology (CSIR), Thiruvananthapuram -695 019, Kerala, India During a taxonomic study in describing a novel species of the genus Shewanella from a mangrove ecosystem, it was found that the type strain Shewanella irciniae was not available from the Japan Collection of Microorganisms (JCM) and the type strain received from the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) culture collection and from the author who described this species were found to be members of the genus Brevibacillus based on 16S rRNA gene sequence analysis. Therefore, this species cannot be included in any further scientific studies. It is therefore proposed that the Judicial Commission of the International Committee of Systematics of Prokaryotes place the name Shewanella irciniae on the list of rejected names, if a suitable replacement for the type strain is not found or a neotype strain is not proposed within two years following the publication of this Request for an Opinion.
The species Shewanella irciniae was described by Lee et al. (2006) , based on the description of the single strain UST040317-058 T , which was isolated from the surface of a marine sponge (Ircinia dendroides) collected from the Mediterranean sea. Cells are facultatively anaerobic, nonpigmented, rod-shaped and motile by means of a single polar flagella. The GenBank/EMBL/DDBJ accession number for the 16S rRNA gene sequence of strain T is DQ180743 and the type strain UST040317-058 T was deposited in two culture collections, namely Japan Collection of Microorganisms (JCM) as JCM 13528 T and Agricultural Research Service (ARS) culture collection (also known as NRRL) as NRRL B-41466 T .
During characterization of a novel species of the genus Shewanella from a mangrove ecosystem, the type strain Shewanella irciniae UST040317-058 T (5JCM 13528 T 5NRRL B-41466 T ) was required for comparative taxonomic studies. It was found that the type strain Shewanella irciniae UST040317-058 T deposited at the JCM as JCM 13528 T was not listed in the JCM online catalogue and a mail from JCM staff stated that they were unable to revive the type strain JCM 13528
T from any of the stored ampoules. Further, the type strain obtained from the ARS culture collection as NRRL B-41466 T and from the author as UST040317-058 T were found to be members of the genus Brevibacillus based on 16S rRNA gene sequence analysis, and this 16S rRNA gene sequence information was also confirmed by the comments mentioned on the ARS culture collection website under strain catalogue number NRRL B-41466 T (http://nrrl. ncaur.usda.gov/cgi-bin/usda/prokaryote/report.html?nrrl codes5B-41466). Thus, the species Shewanella irciniae described by Lee et al. (2006) does not exist.
According to Rule 18c of the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (Lapage et al., 1992) , if a suitable replacement type strain or a neotype cannot be found or proposed, respectively, within two years of the publication of this Request for an Opinion, it is proposed that the Judicial Commission places the name Shewanella irciniae on the list of rejected names.
